
Niels Bohr’s
Philosophical Background

By DAVID FAVRHOLDT

Historisk-filosofiske Meddelelser 63 
Det Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskab 

The Royal Danish Academy o f  Sciences and Letters

Commissioner: Munksgaard • Gopenhagen 1992



Table of Gontents

1. Introduction ...........    5
2. The Fam ily.......................................................................................  7
3. The Home ........................................................................................  12
4. ‘Filosofikum’ ..................................................................................... 16
5. The Ekliptika-circle.........................................................................  19
6. Data Concerning the Relationship between HofFding

and B ohr...........................................................................................  22
7. Bohr’s Knowledge of Philosophy.................................................... 31
8. The Kierkegaard-myth.................................................................... 42
9. Thejames-myth ..............................................................................  63

10. The Hoffding-myth .........................................................................  74
11. Did Hoffding and Niels Bohr have Cióse Personal Relations? .... 83
12. Is the Correspondence between Hoffding and Bohr Scientific? ... 85
13. Did Hoffding and Bohr have any Scientific Discussions? ............ 88
14. Did Hoffding Influence Bohr’s Views Concerning

Vitalism and Mechanicism?............................................................ 89
15. Did Hoñding Influence Bohr’s Views Concerning

Psychophysical Parallelism? ..........................................................  92
16. Did Hoffding Influence Bohr’s Views Concerning the Freedom

of the W ill?........................................................................................  94
17. Did Hoffding Influence Bohr’s Views Concerning

Pragmatism?..................................................................................... 99
18. Did HofFding Understand Bohr’s Views?......................................  101
19. Is there any Resemblance at all Between Hoffding’s

and Bohr’s Views?............................................................................ 108
20. Niels Bohr’s Speeches/Articles on Hoffding .................................  111
21. Conclusión........................................................................................  119
22. Other M yths..................................................................................... 122
23. What Sort of Explanation are We Looking for?............................. 126

Notes and References ......................................................................  137


