
Security Unbound
Enacting democratic limits

Jef Huysmans

lì Routledge
Tay lor &  Francis G ro u p  

L O N D O N  A N D  N E W  Y O R K



Contents

A cknow ledgm ents vu

1 Security unbound and democracy
Insecurity and democracy 2  

U nbinding security 5  

O verview  8

2  Political reading o f  security
Security and politics 13 

Democracy and security policies 2 0  

Enacting lim its o f  democracy 2 4  

C onclusion 2 9

3 Insecurity as exception
Exceptionalist insecurity 3 3  

In tensifying  insecurity 3 5  

W ar and  enem y construction 3 8  

Insecurity between law and politics 41  

M ilitarising politics 4 8  

In tim acy and  resistance 5 9  

Conclusion 6 8

4 Diffusing insecurities
Insecurity w ith o u t limits? 1 6  

L im its, boundaries, continuities 1 9  

Associative securitising 83  

C onclusion 8 1

12

32

74

5 Assem bling suspicion
Security as communications w ork 

Surveillance 9 6

91
9 2



vi C ontents

From risk to suspicion 1 0 0  

Assem bling 1 0 7  

Conclusion 1 1 6

6 Surveillance, democracy, privacy
D iffusion  and democracy 12 2  

Surveillance lim iting democracy 1 2 4  

Privacy 128

Extraction, bodies, resistance 1 3 5  

Privacy revisited 141  

Conclusion 144

121

7 Security technology and democratic limits
Technological imperative and technocracy 1 4 8  

Breakdow n o f  sociality 154  

P ost-hum anity  15 8  

Conclusion 1 7 0

A p p e n d ix :  post-hum an  history, risk, contingency 1 7 2

8 Insecurity, democracy, political
Exceptionalising politics 183  

D iffu sin g  politics 1 8 6  

C onclusion 1 9 0

148

178

Bibliography

In d e x
192
211


